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Education



PhD, Rhetoric, Department of Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2009



Specialization: Women’s Studies


Dissertation Title: “Reproducing Families: the Rhetoric of the Planned 
Parenthood federation of America, 1942-1973.”

M.A., Department of Communication Studies, Miami University of Ohio, 2003


Thesis Title: “First Lady Rhetoric and Political Feminine Style: Feminist 

Implications of a White-Glove Pulpit.”

B.S., Department of Communication and Fine Arts, Bradley University, 2000.

Publications



Zaeske, Susan and Jedd, Sarah Meinen,   “From Recovering Women’s Words to 
Documenting Gender ConstructsArchival Research in the Twenty-First Century” in 
The Handbook of Rhetoric and Public Address eds. Shawn Parry-Giles and J. Michael 
Hogan (Malden, MA: Blackwell, forthcoming). 


Jedd, Sarah Meinen.  Article Review.  ““Democracy, Demagoguery, and Critical 

Rhetoric,” by Patricia Roberts-Miller.  KB Journal (Online) 2:2 (2006): 2.
Meinen, Sarah. Book Review.  The Moral Property of Women: The History of Birth 

Control Politics in America by Linda Gordon. Quarterly Journal of Speech 91:1 (2005): 117-118.

Meinen, Sarah.  “Persuasive Speaking,” in Mark McPhail (ed) Public Expression and 

Critical Inquiry: An Evolutionary Approach.  (Boston, MA: Pearson Custom Publishing 2003): 99-110.

Meinen, Sarah “The Forgotten Four-Letter Word,” in Larry Schnoor (ed) Winning 

Orations. Mankato, MN: Interstate Oratorical Association, 1999:26-28.

Conference Papers



“Tina Fey’s Comic Prey: Saturday Night Live and Sarah Palin,”  National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November 2009.
“Race and the Good Mother: Planned Parenthood’s Eugenic Discourse and the Privilege of Childbearing,” Central States Communication  Association, Madison, WI, April 2008.
“Obscene Acts: Anthony Comstock, Cora Sammis, and the Vilification of Abortion,” National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November, 2007.

“The Allegorical Margaret Sanger:  Sadie Sachs, Sexuality, an the Fight for Birth 

Control,” Central States Communication Association, Minneapolis, MN, April 

2007.

“Eugenic Rhetoric and the Fight for Legal Contraception: Voices From The Birth Control 

Review,” Central States Communication Association, Minneapolis, MN, April 

2007.

“Pregnant With Potential: Embodied Activism in the Comic Frame,” National 

Communication Association, San Antonio, TX, November 2006. 

“Reframing History: Gloria Feldt Creates a Glorious Past,” Central 

Sates Communication Association, Indianapolis, IN, April 2006.

“Repudiation and Resurrection: Margaret Sanger as Historical 

Trope,” National Communication Association, Boston, MA, November 2005.

“Hillary Clinton and Laura Bush as ‘Feminine’ Rhetors: Caring from the White Glove 

Pulpit,” National Communication Association, Boston, MA, November 2005.

“What Would Jesus Choose: Clergy Voices Negotiates Moral 

Abortion,” Central States Communication Association, Kansas City, MO, April 2005.

“Pro-Choice on the Offense: Planned Parenthood Confronts the 

Morality of Abortion,” National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November 2004.

“4/92—Nice Tie:  A Critical Analysis of Ballot Bias,” co-authored with Benjamin Jedd, 

National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November 2004.

“Painting Pretty Pictures in the Air Is not Just for Figure Skating: Technique in Duo 

Blocking” co-authored with Alison Fisher, National Communication Association, 

New Orleans, LA, November 2003.

Presenter, National Forensics Association Roundtable, National Communication 

Association, Chicago, IL, November 2000.

Awards  



Graduate Student Commencement Speaker, University of Wisconsin-Madison Spring Commencement Ceremony, May 15, 2009.

Top Paper Panel Distinction for “Race and the Good Mother: Planned Parenthood’s Eugenic Discourse and the Privilege of Childbearing,” Central States Communication  Association, April 2008.

Elizabeth Warner Risser Fellowship for outstanding work by a woman graduate student in Communication Arts, sponsored by the American Association of University Women, Department of Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2007.

Top Student Paper in Feminist and Women’s Studies for “Pregnant With Potential: 

Embodied Activism in the Comic Frame,” National Communication Association, 

2006.

Frankenberger Memorial Research Fund Scholarship for excellence in teaching public 

speaking, Department of Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2006. 

Favorite Instructor award for my work in Communication Arts 100 from the residents of 

Ogg Hall, a University of Wisconsin-Madison undergraduate dormitory,  Fall 2006.

McCarty Dissertation Scholarship for initial dissertation research, Department of 

Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin Madison, 2006. 

Top Paper Panel Distinction for “What Would Jesus Choose: Clergy Voices Negotiates 

the Morality of Abortion,” Women’s Caucus, Central States Communication 

Association, 2006.

Pearce Award in Rhetoric for academic achievement, Department of Communication 

Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2005.


Top Paper Panel Distinction for “Reframing History: Gloria Feldt Creates a Glorious 

Past,” Women’s Caucus, Central States Communication Association, 2005.

McCarty Pre-Dissertation Scholarship Award to fund exploratory research, Department 

of Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2004.

McCarty Achievement in Coursework for Academic Achievement, Department of 

Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2004.

McCarty Graduate Research Travel Award to fund conference travel, Department of 

Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2003.

Summer Thesis Research Stipend, Miami University of Ohio, 2002.


Slane College of Communications Award of Excellence, Bradley University, 2000.

4th Place Overall Speaker American Forensic Association National Tournament, 2000.

Slane College of Communications Award of Excellence, Bradley University, 1999.

National Champion Persuasive Speaker at the AFA National Individual Events 

Tournament, 1999.

National Champion Persuasive Speaker at the Interstate Oratorical Association National 

Tournament, 1999.

2nd Place Overall Speaker American Forensic Association National Tournament, 1999.

4th Place Overall Speaker American Forensic Association National Tournament, 1998.

Teaching Experience



Associate Director, Introduction to Speech Composition, (CA 100), University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, Fall 2009- present.

Instructor for Speech (EN 116), Herzing University Online, Summer 2010-present.

Instructor for Nature Of Criticism (CA476), University of Wisconsin Madison, Fall 2010 

and Spring 2011.

Instructor for Rhetoric of Reproductive Rights (CA 610), University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Fall 2009 and Spring 2010.

Instructor for Rhetoric of Reproductive Rights (CA236), University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Summer 2009.

Teaching Assistant for Communication and Human Behavior (CA 260), University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, Spring 2008.

Instructor for Introduction to Speech Composition (CA 100), University of Wisconsin-

Madison, Fall 2003- Spring 2005, Summer 2005, Spring 2006- Fall 2007.

Teaching Assistant for Great Speakers and Speeches (CA 370), University of Wisconsin-

Madison, Fall 2005.

Instructor for Public Expression and Critical Inquiry (Com 135), Miami University of 

Ohio, Fall 2001-Spring 2003.

Academic Service



Director of a Public Speaking Workshop for National Mutual Benefit Life, February 2007.  In this capacity, I led two sessions on public speaking and business communication, helping community volunteers master the basics of both oratory and outreach.

Director of a School of Education Honors Seminar Workshop on Public Speaking, April 

2005.  In this capacity, I developed a two-part training session for senior school of 

education honors students to prepare research presentations, which the students 

presented to faculty and administrators.

Director of Oratory, Bradley University Summer Forensics Institute, Peoria, IL, July 

2001- Present.  As Director of Oratory, I spend two weeks each July coaching 15-

20 high school students as they write, memorize, and delivery persuasive 

speeches.  As Director, I am responsible for managing a staff of 2-3 instructors, 

developing curriculum for the institute, and giving public speaking lectures for 

more than 100 students attending SFI

Coach, Bradley University Alumni Work Weekend, Peoria, IL, March 2004.

Director of Oratory, James Logan High School, Union City, CA, June-July 2003.

Coach, Ball State University Work Weekend, Muncie, IN, March 2003.

Assistant Coach, National Championship Bradley University Speech Team, Fall 2000-

Spring 2001.

Oratory Coach, University of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA, July 2000.. 

Oratory Coach, James Logan High School, Union City, CA, June 2000.

Oratory Coach, Nova University, Florida Forensics Institute, Nova, FL, June-July 1998.

Oratory Coach, Bradley University Summer Forensics Institute, Peoria, IL, July 1996-

July 2000

Consulting Experience



First Miami University Credit Union FCU, Oxford, Ohio, October-December 2001.  As a 

consultant for First Miami, I worked with the credit union’s CEO to improve his 

public speaking, speech writing, and interviewing skills.  For an intense 6-week 

period, we worked biweekly to tackle issues like communication apprehension, 

nonverbal delivery problems, and writing mechanics.

Professional Organizations



National Communication Association

Central States Communication Association
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